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“If we can
pray together, swe
canh  do  anything
together® Father
Jim often says. But
how can a faith
carmmunity of so many different cultures
and languages pray together and not just
side by side? e can hurm or clap along but
can we ever all come together singing the
same song despite language differences?
It's a difficult challenge but one that 5t
Leo's has been and continues to wark on
asking such questons as: Is there room for
ry heighbor at the table ¥ Howe do we deal
with  mulbple races, cultures  and
languages? How is it possible to make
wearship welcoming to all?

Inawvery real sense it's a matter of
retting back to our roots. The Church was
rulticultural and multilingual from the first
moment of its existence. There are many
examplesin Acts of the Apostle s of the news
church listening, respecting, stretching, and
adaptin g to welcome the Gentile s

Some Guidelines

We need to recognize the rich
diversity and cultural heritage of the many
people of our country today and foster and
celebrate it The United States of Americais
a nation of immigrants and refugees—a
country  in which people speak  many
tongues, live their lives in diverse ways
celebrate events in song and music in the
traditions of their cultural, ethnic and racial
roots. Thus liturgical music should be as
diverse and mulbicultural as the members of
the assembly .

rulbcultural,  multilingual and
inte rcultural sworship is constanth evolving
and changing. Worship in a multcultural
community —like worship in every Christian
commmunity —will  always be a3 waork in
progress In planning multcultural liturgies,
the goal is assisting a diverse congregation
to find its unity in Christ rather than merely
showecasing cultural differences. The lituroy
should promote wanting to be one Body of
Christ  and  full, conscious,  active
participation of people without being a
shiowe, Saving Mass in multiple languages
doesn't make liturgy multicultural. Rather, a
rulticultural liturgy will employ not onlby
the different language s of the assembly, but
use the wvarious sighs and symbaols that
spring  from & partcular culture’s
interpretation of their Catholic faith Thus, it
is more than just language, but also music,
art, active participation and other rituals
that make the liturgy mulbcultural

The ulbrmate goal of mulbcultural
liturgy is: “Did we do what was in our power

to provide the opportunity for all our
brothers and sisters in Christ to give thanks
and praise God in Jesus Christ within our
cormrmon Catholic tradition?

The African Perspective

Christianity in Africa has to be
wigwed from the perspective of being an
African Christian not a Christian African.
Identifying oneself as an African is seen as
just as important as identifring as a
Christian. The two can’t be separated. One
example of this African Chrisban identity
relates to the community. In the African
wearldviews the main characteristic of the
human person is not individualite  but
relatedness in order to form a community.
This camrmunal identity extends to all
aspects  of life, especially the African
Christian’s religious life. First and foremost,
African Christians see the Church as the
“Family of God” Itisa church built on love
that is welcoming to all: There is a home
and aplace of belanging for evervane in the
extended family of God, from which nobody
iz excluded The church is a place of
hospitality. And in this church, songs and
weorship stvle reflectthe idea of community.
For example call and response songs used
during  waorship  reinforce  community
identity.  Even  spirituality and  the
sacraments reflect the African Christian
communal  identity. Thus reconciliation,
often seen as an individual and private
matter throughout most  of  western
Christianity, is a cammunal act in Africa; The
cormmunal nature of African societies and
the communal effects of wrongdoing make
it necessary to symbolize reconciliation as a

communal act,

Africa,
important to congregational
preaching is. Due to the many oral cultures
in Africa, the music that is sung at warship
services has to be easy to sing. Most praise
songs composed by African artists have
three basic qualities: a melody that is easy

In singing s just  as

wiorship  as

to sing, a danceable rhythm, and a
meaningful text. It is the drum that is the
instrurnent of choice in Africa The different
drums and beats of the drurms are reflectve
of the oral culture and are used in many
different ceremonies, both sacred and
secular.

Praying As One . . .

Latin American Point of View

In  Latin American  countries,
Christianity is a part of daily living not just
something found in the church. 3ince
Christianity  established itself in Latin
America, it has not been limited to the
official church and its teachings or even to
the religious practices and devobions
recommended to the laity by the clergy but
actually combined in a variety of ways with
other religious practices and beliefs Thus,
worship and what was taught in a parish
setting were only a small part of the life of
Latin Arnerican Christians. In addition there
i a history of things being led by the laity
because of a scarcity of clergy and ordained

ministers.

Je

srall groups have plaved a large
rale in any Latino waorship community,
especially small base ecclesial communities.
There are often home-based cormmunities
as well as communities that meet at the
parish. These small groups are as important
in shaping Hispanic faith life as the Mass
Because alot of faith formation takes place
in the home setting, home religion and
spiritual practices are important. As in
Africa, the traditions of the home are
combined with the traditions of the Church.
Fopular religiosity refle cts that much of faith
formation takes place at home rather than
church because in Latin America liturzy has
often been the realm of the clergy and
popular religion the realm of the people.

In Summary

Wihile each culture  brings its
unigue beauty and gifts to worship, when
people of many tongues and nations are
able to come together with one woice
praising God as one family worship can be
zaid to reflect the face of God, the source
of all culture s Thisis truly unity in dive rsity.
This is our goal.

—Angelasnno
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